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SYNOPSIS  

 
ThiV VWRU\ Rf a CambRdiaQ WeeQageU VRld iQWR fRUced labRU RQ a Thai fiVhiQg bRaW iV a SaVViRQaWe                  
WeVWimRQ\ agaiQVW VRcial iQjXVWice aQd a mRYiQg cRmiQg-Rf-age Wale abRXW a bR\ ZhRVe hXmaQiW\              
iV SXW WR Whe WeVW.  

SSiUiWed 14-\eaU-Rld ChakUa ZRUkV Whe Uice fieldV ZiWh hiV famil\. He \eaUQV fRU iQdeSeQdeQce              
aQd VeekV RXW a lRcal bURkeU ZhR caQ geW him Said ZRUk iQ a Thai facWRU\. WiWhRXW WelliQg hiV                   
famil\, ChakUa WUaYelV WR BaQgkRk WR make hiV fRUWXQe. BXW ZheQ he geWV WheUe, he aQd hiV QeZ                  
fUieQd Kea UealiVe Whe bURkeU haV lied WR Whem. AlRQg ZiWh RWheU CambRdiaQV aQd BXUmeVe, Whe\                
aUe VRld WR a fiVhiQg caSWaiQ aV VlaYeV. 

ChakUa aQd Kea aUe WUaSSed aW Vea, WUaZliQg fiVh 22 hRXUV a da\, VXUYiYiQg RQ jXVW a haQdfXl Rf                   
cRld Uice a da\. The caSWaiQ TXickl\ ZeedV RXW WhRVe ZeakeQed b\ Whe cRQdiWiRQV RU WU\iQg WR                 
eVcaSe, aQd WhURZV Whem RYeUbRaUd. The WUaZleU VellV iWV caWch aQd UeVWRckV iWV VXSSlieV ZiWhRXW               
gRiQg WR laQd, makiQg eVcaSe imSRVVible. AV fellRZ VlaYeV aUe WRUWXUed aQd mXUdeUed aURXQd              
Whem, Kea begiQV WR lRVe hiV miQd. WheQ hiV RQl\ all\ iV killed, ChakUa lRRkV WR RRm RaQ WR                   
XQdeUVWaQd ZhaW iW Zill Wake WR be fUee. WiWh hRSe aQd hXmaQiW\ dZiQdliQg, ChakUa decideV WR                
Wake cRQWURl Rf Whe WUaZleU. 

  
 



DIRECTOR¶S STATEMENT  
 

I came acURVV aQ aUWicle a feZ \eaUV back abRXW life RQ bRaUd a Thai FiVhiQg WUaZleU fURm Whe                   
SRiQW Rf YieZ Rf CambRdiaQ ZRUkeUV, aQd I cRXldQ¶W belieYe ZhaW I ZaV UeadiQg. The mRUe                
UeVeaUch I did, Whe mRUe YiYid aQd cRQfURQWiQg Whe ZRUld aQd chaUacWeUV became. The Vcale Rf                
mRdeUQ VlaYeU\ aQd e[SlRiWaWiRQ iQ ThailaQd iV YaVW aQd haUd WR gUaVS. I haYe ViQce iQWeUYieZed                
a lRW Rf VXUYiYRUV ZhR haYe miUacXlRXVl\ made iW back WR CambRdia RU eQded XS iQ limbR iQ                  
VhelWeUV iQ ThailaQd. The VWRUieV Rf VXUYiYal WheVe bUaYe meQ VhaUed ZiWh me aUe Whe iQVSiUaWiRQ                
behiQd WhiV SURjecW.  
 
I felW a biW VWUaQge aW fiUVW WelliQg a VWRU\ abRXW CambRdiaQV; Whe cXlWXUe¶V fRUeigQ WR aQ\WhiQg I¶Ye                  
e[SeUieQced gURZiQg XS iQ AXVWUalia. IW ZaV Ueall\ imSRUWaQW WhaW I did Whe UeVeaUch SURSeUl\,               
cRllabRUaWed clRVel\ ZiWh CambRdiaQV aQd ThaiV aQd made Whe film ZiWh Whem QRW fRU Whem. ThiV                
iVVXe iV cRmSle[ aQd I WhRXghW a film ZRXld be a Ueall\ effecWiYe Za\ Rf bUiQgiQg Whe VXbjecW WR                   
lighW. BecaXVe QRbRd\ elVe ZaV makiQg a film abRXW WhiV challeQgiQg VXbjecW maWWeU, aQd I had                
Whe Zill aQd laWeU, lXckil\ Whe VXSSRUW, WR be able dR iW. IQ Va\iQg WhaW, iW ZaV Ueall\ imSRUWaQW WR be                     
WUXWhfXl aQd fXll\ XQdeUVWaQd ZhaW I ZaV dRiQg.  
 
IW ZaV fXQdameQWal WhaW Ze made BUOYANCY aV aXWheQWic aV SRVVible. ChakUa aQd Whe              
majRUiW\ Rf Whe caVW ZeUe fiUVW-Wime acWRUV. I ZaQWed WR caVW Whe QRQ-VSeakiQg URleV Rf ZRUkeUV RQ                 
Whe WUaZleU ZiWh acWXal ZRUkeUV, ZhR haYe WRiled RQ WheVe bRaWV fRU \eaUV aQd VXUYiYed. TheiU                
e[SeUieQce Rf Whe da\-WR-da\ RSeUaWiRQV gaYe Whe film a SUeVeQce WhaW iV SaiQfXll\ Ueal. All Whe                
SeUfRUmaQceV had WR be UaZ aQd XWWeUl\ cRmSelliQg, QeYeU YeQWXUiQg iQWR melRdUama bXW alZa\V              
UemaiQiQg, fUeVh, fRcXVed aQd daQgeURXV. ChakUa¶V chaUacWeU ZaV alZa\V Whe emRWiYe cRUe Rf             
Whe film. HiV cRmSURmiVed iQQRceQce, Whe gUadXal dehXmaQi]aWiRQ WhaW Sla\V RXW WhURXgh hiV             
VWRU\, WXUQV cRQYeQWiRQal chaUacWeU gURZWh RQ iWV head. ViRleQce becRmeV Whe RQl\ aQVZeU fRU              
ChakUa, aQd Whe challeQge ZaV WR eQVXUe Whe aXdieQce cRQWiQXeV WR emSaWhi]e ZiWh him RQce he                
becRmeV caSable Rf bUXWaliW\.  
 
OQe Rf Whe mRVW iQWUigXiQg elemeQWV Rf WhiV ZRUld WR me ZaV Whe SeUVSecWiYe Rf Whe caSWaiQV ZhR                  
behaYe VR heaUWleVVl\ WR WheiU eQVlaYed cUeZ. The\ iQflicW WRUWXUe aQd YiRleQce almRVW aV if iW iV a                  
game, dXe WR Whe XQaccRXQWable SRZeU Whe\ aUe allRZed WR e[eUciVe RQ WheiU iVRlaWed WUaZleUV.               
The RQl\ Za\ WR cRmSUeheQd a chaUacWeU VXch aV Ram RRQ iV WR XQdeUVWaQd WhaW he haV                 
e[SeUieQced Whe Vame leYel Rf WRUWXUe aQd YiRleQce iQ hiV RZQ UiVe WR SRZeU. The aXdieQce                
QeedV WR Vee WhaW ChakUa¶V \RXWh aQd UeVilieQce RffeU jXVW Whe UighW degUee Rf imSUeVViRQabiliW\ WR                
SRWeQWiall\ WXUQ him iQWR RQe Rf WheVe caSWaiQV. ThURXgh ChakUa, Whe aXdieQce VhRXld be giYeQ               
XQcRmfRUWable iQVighW iQWR hRZ WheVe caSWaiQV becRme VR deYaVWaWiQg iQ WheiU diVUegaUd fRU             
hXmaQ life.  
 
ChakUa iV XQmade aV a hXmaQ beiQg, aQd RQce \RX¶Ue XQmade \RX caQ RQl\ VWUXggle WR UeWXUQ                 
WR ZhaW \RX RQce ZeUe. The acWRU Sla\iQg ChakUa Qeeded WR haYe Whe emRWiRQal caSaciW\ WR be                 



cleaUl\ jXVW cliQgiQg WR a VeQVe Rf hXmaQiW\, \eW cRQWiQXe WR iQWeUacW iQ Whe ZRUld ZiWh VRme                 
degUee Rf emSaWh\, deVSiWe Whe XQhiQgiQg e[SeUieQce Rf Whe WUaZleU.  
 
We alZa\V made VXUe Whe cameUa had a fieUce cRQceQWUaWiRQ RQ each image, aQ XQfliQchiQg               
aWWeQWiRQ WR hRZ eYeU\WhiQg lRRked aQd felW. IQ VRme Za\V Ze ZaQWed Whe film WR be aQ                 
eQdXUaQce WeVW Rf VWaUk immediac\ aQd SUimiWiYe UegUeVViRQ. The claXVWURShRbic SUR[imiW\ ZiWh            
Zhich Whe cRQfURQWaWiRQV Sla\ RXW RQ Whe WUaZleU giYeV Whe aXdieQce aQ acXWe VeQVRU\              
e[SeUieQce. The VhRRWiQg VW\le iV RbVeUYaWiRQal, Whe SV\chRlRgical WeQViRQ beWZeeQ chaUacWeUV           
cRQVWaQWl\ XQQeUYiQg.  
 
The abVeQce Rf dialRgXe ZaV iQWeQded WR eQcRXUage Whe aXdieQce WR e[SeUieQce Whe ZRUkiQg              
Uh\Whm RQ bRaUd Whe WUaZleU. I ZaQW Whem WR heaU Whe YRiceV Rf WheVe chaUacWeUV WR XQdeUVWaQd                 
hRZ Whe\ aUe dealiQg ZiWh WheiU deSUaYaWiRQ. BXW Whe SRZeU Rf WhiV film mXVW SUimaUil\ lie iQ                 
VileQce.  
 
The ZRUkeUV aUe eQVlaYed VilhRXeWWeV RXW iQ Whe daUkQeVV Rf VSace ZheUe QRbRd\ caQ heaU RU                
helS Whem. ThiV RSeQV XS Whe SV\chRlRgical WRUmeQW ZheUe laQd aQd UealiW\ aW WimeV ceaVe WR                
e[iVW. AfWeU a SeUiRd Rf Wime aW Vea, Whe aXdieQce ma\ begiQ WR TXeVWiRQ if Whe film iV a kiQd Rf                     
allegRUical QighWmaUe, bXW Whe hRUURU Rf WhiV ZRUld iV WhaW iW¶V VhRckiQgl\ Ueal aQd VWill haSSeQiQg                
WRda\.  
 
BUOYANCY ZaV VhRW WR UeflecW Whe iQQeU baWWle ChakUa eQdXUeV, aV he WUieV WR hRld RQWR hiV                 
VaQiW\ aQd fRcXV, WUieV WR hRld RQWR himVelf, amidVW chaRV aQd YiRleQce. ChakUa¶V SRiQW Rf YieZ iV                 
RfWeQ cRmSRVed Rf Vmall, almRVW iQcideQWal mRmeQWV WhaW helS WR SXQcWXaWe hiV SV\chRlRgical             
SeUVSecWiYe.  
 
I ZaQWed WR VhRRW Whe TXieWeU mRmeQWV RQ Whe WUaZleU aW eaUl\ mRUQiQg aQd dXVk ZheUeYeU                
SRVVible. The ZaUm cRlRXUV aQd VRfW We[WXUe dXUiQg WheVe WUaQViWiRQV e[Xde a WUaQTXilliW\ WhaW              
SURYideV aQ aZkZaUd UeVSiWe beWZeeQ UaZ acWV Rf YiRleQce. ChakUa maQageV WR hRld RQWR hRSe               
fRU a lRQg Wime, aQd Whe WUaQViWiRQV Rf da\ iQWR QighW aQd QighW iQWR da\ SURYide Vmall SeUiRdV Rf                   
calm fURm Whe haUVhQeVV Rf da\, Whe blackQeVV Rf QighW aQd Whe WeUURU Rf ZhaW lieV ahead.  
 
IW ZaV imSRUWaQW WhaW Whe cRQfURQWiQg YiRleQce ZaV caSWXUed iQ a QRQchalaQW Za\. The YalXe Rf                
life RXW RQ Whe ZaWeU iV almRVW leVV WhaQ QRWhiQg. IW ZaV cUiWical QRW WR becRme WRR dUamaWic aW                   
WheVe SRiQWV. I ZaQWed Whe aXdieQce WR feel Whe deWachmeQW aQd diVSaVViRQ WR mXUdeU. TheVe               
VceQeV aUeQ¶W RYeUSla\ed aQd cRYeUage iV VimSle. IQ WhiV Za\ Whe aXdieQce Zill e[SeUieQce Whe               
deYaVWaWiQg, emRWiRQleVV milieX WhaW becRmeV ChakUa¶V UealiW\. BeaWiQgV aUe QRW gUaShic RU gRU\,             
aQd laUgel\ haSSeQ Rff VcUeeQ. WheQ ChakUa alVR WXUQV WR YiRleQce iW iV VhRZQ ZiWh a mXQdaQe                 
diUecWQeVV, echRiQg Whe deVeQViWi]aWiRQ WhaW haV gURZQ ZiWh hiV e[SeUieQce.  
 
BUOYANCY aimV WR QRW RQl\ e[SUeVV Whe SUimiWiYe Qeed WR VXUYiYe Whe life aQd deaWh ZRUld Rf                 
Whe WUaZleUV, bXW alVR WR VXggeVW Whe cRmSle[iW\ Rf WU\iQg WR UeWXUQ fURm iW. EYeQ if he dReV                  
VXUYiYe, ChakUa Zill fRUeYeU baWWle agaiQVW Whe ZeighW Rf Whe WUaXma he haV e[SeUieQced. I ZaQW                



Whe aXdieQce WR be lefW ZRQdeUiQg if WhiV \RXQg maQ Zill eYeU be able WR UeWaiQ hiV VeQVe Rf                   
hXmaQiW\.  
 

PRODUCTION NOTES OVERVIEW  
BUOYANCY cRmmeQced SUiQciSal ShRWRgUaSh\ iQ CambRdia iQ ASUil 2018 aQd iV Whe debXW             
feaWXUe Rf DiUecWRU RRdd RaWhjeQ, ZhR alVR ZURWe Whe VcUeeQSla\.  
 
The lead URle Rf CambRdiaQ WeeQageU ChakUa iV Sla\ed b\ QeZcRmeU SaUm HeQg, aQd Whe               
caSWaiQ Rf Whe fiVhiQg WUaZleU RRm RaQ iV Sla\ed b\ Thai acWRU aQd diUecWRU ThaQXZXW KaVUR.  
 
The film had iWV WRUld PUemieUe aW Whe BeUliQ IQWeUQaWiRQal Film FeVWiYal iQ Whe PaQRUama               
SURgUam ZheUe iW ZRQ Whe ​EcXmeQical JXU\ PUi]e. 
 
The film ZaV VelecWed aV AXVWUalia¶V eQWU\ fRU Whe BeVW IQWeUQaWiRQal FeaWXUe Film aW Whe 92Qd 
Academ\ AZaUdV. 
 

GENESIS OF THE FILM  
BUOYANCY iV a ciQemaWic aUWhRXVe dUama WhaW emSlR\V VRcial WhUilleU WechQiTXeV. IW iV aQ              
elegaQWl\ VimSle VWRU\ WhaW VeedV aQd gURZV emRWiRQal VXVSeQVe. While YeU\ mXch a SeUVRQal              
diUecWRU-dUiYeQ film, iW iV giYeQ e[WUa ZeighW b\ Whe facW WhaW iW dUaZV RQ Ueal life accRXQWV Rf                  
YicWimV Rf mRdeUQ VlaYeU\, iQ SaUWicXlaU VXUYiYRUV ZhR had beeQ WUaSSed RQ bRaWV iQ Whe SRXWh                
ChiQa Sea fRU maQ\ \eaUV aW a Wime ZiWh liWWle chaQce Rf VXUYiYal. ThiV iV a cRmmRQ SUacWice                  
ZiWhiQ Whe mXlWi-billiRQ-dRllaU Thai fiVhiQg iQdXVWU\ WhaW VXSSlieV VeafRRd WR ZilliQg bX\eUV            
WhURXghRXW Whe eQWiUe ZRUld.  
 
RRdd UecallV ³The iQVSiUaWiRQ fRU BUOYANCY begaQ ZiWh me cRmiQg acURVV aQ aUWicle abRXW              
mRdeUQ VlaYeU\ aQd e[SlRiWaWiRQ iQ Whe Thai FiVhiQg iQdXVWU\, a feZ \eaUV agR. I cRXldQ¶W TXiWe                
belieYe ZhaW I ZaV UeadiQg; Whe leYel Rf e[SlRiWaWiRQ, WRUWXUe, mXUdeU WhaW ZaV haSSeQiQg. SR I                
WheQ VWaUWed WR dR mRUe UeVeaUch aQd gUadXall\ I cRXld Vee a ciQemaWic QaUUaWiYe aURXQd WhiV                
ZRUld. ThURXgh m\ QaiYeW\ I WhRXghW WhaW a gUeaW Za\ WR bUiQg WhiV VWRU\ WR Whe SXblic ZRXld be                   
WhURXgh film. TheUe¶V beeQ VRme dRcXmeQWaUieV made RQ Whe VXbjecW bXW geWWiQg acceVV WR Whe               
ZRUld iV TXiWe challeQgiQg, VR I WhRXghW I¶d WU\ aQd fUame a ciQemaWic QaUUaWiYe aURXQd Whe                
chaUacWeUV, Whe ZRUld, WhaW e[SUeVVeV Whe cRVW Rf e[SlRiWaWiRQ gRiQg RQ.´  
 
PURdXceUV SamaQWha JeQQiQgV aQd KUiVWiQa Ce\WRQ Rf CaXVeZa\ FilmV had VeeQ RRdd¶V VhRUW             
film TAU SERU aW CUiWicV Week aQd ZaQWed WR ZRUk ZiWh him. ³We meW RRdd ZheQ Ze fiUVW VaZ                   
hiV VhRUW aW CUiWicV Week iQ CaQQeV. We lRYed Whe VhRUW aQd had beeQ WUackiQg hiV jRXUQe\ eYeU                  
ViQce. He VeQW XV Whe VcUiSW Rf BUOYANCY aQd iW ZaV VXch a XQiTXel\ diVWilled YiViRQ Rf WhiV                  
hRUUific VWRU\, VR VimSl\ aQd beaXWifXll\ WRld, WhaW Ze ZeUe RQ bRaUd VWUaighW aZa\.´  
 
SamaQWha addV ³RRdd¶V YiViRQ ZaV cRmSleWel\ cleaU RQ Whe Sage. IW had aQ almRVW miQimal               
TXaliW\ WR iW ZhilVW beiQg Ueall\ dUamaWic ± fXll Rf emRWiRQal dUead aQd VXVSeQVe - bRld ZiWhRXW                 



eYeU UeVRUWiQg WR cRQWUiYaQce... I acWXall\ didQ¶W kQRZ aQ\WhiQg abRXW VlaYeU\ RQ fiVhiQg bRaWV              
befRUe UeadiQg WhiV VcUiSW. I didQ¶W kQRZ WhaW VlaYeU\ glRball\ iV UaSidl\ iQcUeaViQg. IW haV beeQ                
TXiWe aQ e\e-RSeQiQg e[SeUieQce.´ She addV ³AW Whe Vame Wime, Zhile BUOYANCY iV abRXW a               
ZideU glRbal WUaged\ aQd diVaVWeU, WhiV iV a deeSl\ SeUVRQal VWRU\.´  
 
PURdXceU RiWa WalVh, ZhR jRiQed Whe CaXVeZa\ Weam dXUiQg fiQaQciQg, aUWicXlaWeV Whe VWRU\ aV              
³a kiQd Rf QighWmaUiVh cRmiQg Rf age. ChakUa iV RQl\ 14-\eaUV-Rld aQd he iV hRSefXl aQd                
RSWimiVWic abRXW ZhaW he caQ dR ZiWh hiV life aQd leaUQV iQ Whe mRVW hRUUible Za\ SRVVible ZhaW                  
hXmaQV aUe caSable Rf."  
 
FRU RRdd, Whe VW\le Rf Whe film eYRlYed RUgaQicall\ fURm iWV VXbjecW maWWeU. He e[SlaiQV               
³BUOYANCY feelV SUeWW\ XQiTXe bXW I UefeUeQced filmV VXch aV HUNGER b\ SWeYe McQXeeQ,              
SNOWTOWN b\ JXVWiQ KXU]el aQd ANIMAL KINGDOM b\ DaYid MichRd, a QaUUaWiYe Rf a \RXQg               
bR\ beiQg e[SRVed WR aQ iQcUedibl\ YiRleQW ZRUld, aQd hiV RQl\ Za\ RXW iV WR acWXall\ becRme                 
YiRleQW himVelf. ThRVe filmV aUe Ueall\ YiVceUal aV Zell, Zhich I hRSe BUOYANCY iV. We ZaQWed                
WR WU\ aQd keeS iW UaZ RQ Whe WUaZleU, YeU\ claXVWURShRbic aQd cRQgeVWed, VR Whe aXdieQce Ueall\                 
feelV WhaW VeQVe Rf iVRlaWiRQ aQd QR eVcaSe RXW WheUe RQ Whe RceaQ, bRWh Sh\Vicall\ aQd                
emRWiRQall\.´  
 
CiQemaWRgUaSheU Michael LaWham VhRW RRdd¶V SUeYiRXV VhRUW film SWEAT aV Zell aV UeceQW             
feVWiYal hiWV CASTING JONBENET, STRANGE COLOURS aQd ISLAND OF THE HUNGRY           
GHOSTS. HaYiQg cRllabRUaWed ZiWh RRdd ViQce Whe\ bRWh VWXdied aW VCA (VicWRUiaQ CRllege Rf              
Whe AUWV), Michael XQdeUVWRRd RRdd¶V aeVWheWic immediaWel\ aQd ZhaW Whe film ZaV abRXW: ³The              
VWRU\ iV eQgagiQg aV iW QRW RQl\ dealV ZiWh Whe iQWeQVe UealiW\ Rf hXmaQ WUaffickiQg bXW alVR                 
e[SlRUeV Whe lRVV Rf childhRRd.´ SamaQWha addV ³LRVV Rf iQQRceQce iV XQiYeUVal. We all haYe WR                
gURZ XS aQd XQdeUVWaQd WUaged\ aQd iQjXVWice, bXW Vadl\ fRU VRme SeRSle, jXVW becaXVe Rf ZheUe                
Whe\ aUe iQ Whe ZRUld, WhaW caQ be a mXch mRUe YiRleQW SURceVV.´  
 

BACKGROUND TO SLAVERY IN THE FISHING INDUSTRY  
BUOYANCY iV Whe fiUVW ficWiRQal feaWXUe film abRXW Whe hRUUific Ueal-life SheQRmeQRQ Rf VlaYeU\ RQ               
Thai fiVhiQg bRaWV. KUiVWiQa e[SlaiQV ³TheUe haYe beeQ VRme dRcXmeQWaUieV, bXW WhiV iV Whe fiUVW               
feaWXUe film WhaW¶V beeQ made aURXQd WhiV VXbjecW maWWeU. FRU XV, iW ZaV hXgel\ imSRUWaQW WR bUiQg                 
WhiV VWRU\ WR lighW.´  
 
ThailaQd¶V fiVhiQg VecWRU UeWXUQed e[SRUW eaUQiQgV Rf $5.5 billiRQ iQ 2017, ZiWh half Whe eVWimaWed               
600,000 meQ ZRUkiQg iQ Whe iQdXVWU\ fURm cRXQWUieV VXch aV M\aQmaU aQd CambRdia, accRUdiQg              
WR Whe UQiWed NaWiRQV. The\ aUe WUafficked aQd fRUcibl\ VeW WR ZRUk RQ cRmmeUcial fiVhiQg bRaWV                
WhURXghRXW Whe UegiRQ, VXSSl\iQg VeafRRd SURdXcWV WR glRbal cRQVXmeUV. EYeU\ da\           
aSSUR[imaWel\ 60 bR\V leaYe CambRdia fRU ThailaQd WhiQkiQg Whe\ aUe gRiQg WR ZRUk iQ a facWRU\                
aQd VeQd mRQe\ hRme WR WheiU SaUeQWV. LeVV WhaQ 8% Rf Whem UeWXUQ. HXmaQ RighWV WaWch                
cRQdXcWed iQWeUYieZV ZiWh 248 cXUUeQW aQd fRUmeU BXUmeVe aQd CambRdiaQ fiVheUmeQ aV Zell             
aV Thai RfficialV, bRaW RZQeUV, lRcal acWiYiVWV aQd UQiWed NaWiRQV ageQc\ VWaff RYeU a WZR-\eaU               



SeUiRd iQ all Rf ThailaQd¶V majRU fiVhiQg SRUWV. The\ UeSRUWed WhaW ³FRUced labRXU iV URXWiQe. The                
ZRUkeUV Ze iQWeUYieZed deVcUibed beiQg WUafficked RQWR VhiSV, WUaSSed iQ jRbV Whe\ cRXldQ¶W             
leaYe, Sh\Vical abXVe, lack Rf fRRd, lRQg hRXUV aQd aZfXl ZRUkiQg cRQdiWiRQV. The ZRUVW WhiQg fRU                
maQ\ Rf Whem ZaV QRW beiQg Said ± Whe SV\chRlRgical haUm aQd fiQal iQdigQiW\ ZaV Whe haUdeVW WR                  
beaU.´ WRUkeUV Vaid Whe\ ZeUe VXbjecW WR debW bRQdage aQd ZiWQeVVed caSWaiQV Sh\Vicall\             
abXViQg aQd mXUdeUiQg cUeZ. DeVSiWe gRYeUQmeQW SledgeV WR VWamS RXW VlaYeU\ iQ iWV fiVhiQg              
iQdXVWU\, Whe Thai VeafRRd iQdXVWU\ UemaiQV SlagXed b\ hXmaQ UighWV abXVeV, iQclXdiQg fRUced             
labRXU aQd ZideVSUead hXmaQ WUaffickiQg, accRUdiQg WR UeVeaUch b\ HXmaQ RighWV WaWch.  
 
The TXRWe iQclXded iQ Whe eQd cUediWV Rf Whe film iV WakeQ fURm a WUaQVcUiSW Rf aQ iQWeUYieZ Whe                   
filmmakeUV cRQdXcWed ZiWh a 20-\eaU-Rld maQ ZhR had beeQ WUaSSed RQ WUaZleUV fRU 7 \eaUV. He                
Vaid ³TRUWXUe iV eYeU\ da\ aQd killiQg abRXW eYeU\ VecRQd da\. YRX aUe afUaid Rf SeRSle, eYeQ Rf                  
da\lighW. NR RQe caQ heaU \RX RXW WheUe. YRX haYe QR SaSeUV, QRbRd\ kQRZV \RX e[iVW. I ZaQW WR                   
Well SeRSle abRXW RXU QighWmaUeV.´  
 

RESEARCH & CONSULTATION  
AV SamaQWha e[SlaiQV ³We ZeUe aZaUe fURm Whe begiQQiQg WhaW WhiV ZaV a VWRU\ abRXW SeRSle iQ                 
CambRdia aQd aURXQd SRXWh EaVW AVia aQd iW ZaV e[WUemel\ imSRUWaQW WR XV WhaW iW had                
aXWheQWiciW\ aQd WUXWh aQd WhaW Ze did UigRURXV cRQVXlWaWiRQ ZiWh QRW jXVW VXUYiYRUV, bXW alVR               
fRUmeU caSWaiQV RQ bRaWV, NGOV, familieV, cRmmXQiWieV, diffeUeQW SRiQWV Rf YieZ. We Ueall\             
cRllabRUaWed aQd cRQVXlWed ZiWh a lRW Rf SeRSle WR eQVXUe Whe YeUaciW\ Rf Whe VWRU\. Of cRXUVe,                 
WhiV iV a ficWiRQal chaUacWeU aQd a ficWiRQal e[SeUieQce, WRld fURm a YeU\ SeUVRQal SRiQW Rf YieZ VR                  
Ze dRQ¶W ZaQW WR UeSUeVeQW iW aV a facWXal accRXQW. IW¶V iQWeQded WR ZRUk RQ aQ allegRUical leYel, WR                   
be a Vmall aUWfXl VWRU\ WhaW VSeakV WR mXch biggeU cRQceUQV. BXW Ze QeYeU fRU a mRmeQW lRVW                  
VighW Rf RXU UeVSRQVibiliW\ WR Whe WUXWh.´  
 
³ReVeaUch fRU BUOYANCY´ RRdd UecallV, ³begaQ ZiWh a lRW Rf UeadiQg. I Uead maQ\, maQ\               
aUWicleV aQd VXUYiYRUV¶ iQWeUYieZV abRXW ZhaW Whe\ had e[SeUieQced aQd ZhaW had haSSeQed.             
EYeQWXall\ I ZeQW RYeU WR ThailaQd aQd CambRdia aQd iQWeUYieZed a lRW Rf VXUYiYRUV m\Velf. I gRW                 
a mXch cleaUeU XQdeUVWaQdiQg Rf Whe leYel Rf e[SlRiWaWiRQ, aQd Whe e[WeQW Rf Whe WRUWXUe aQd                
mXUdeU WhaW iV gRiQg RQ RYeU WheUe. FRU me iW ZaV Ueall\ imSRUWaQW WR iQWeQVel\ UeVeaUch                
CambRdia aV a cXlWXUe mRUe geQeUall\ WRR ± WR XQdeUVWaQd life fRU WeeQageUV QRZ, Whe               
deVSeUaWiRQ WhaW leadV WR migUaWiQg WR ThailaQd fRU ZRUk. The maiQ challeQge ZiWh deYelRSiQg Whe               
VcUiSW fRU me ZaV jXVW geWWiQg aV cRmSUeheQViYe aQ XQdeUVWaQdiQg aV SRVVible Rf CambRdia.              
EYeU\WhiQg fURm XQdeUVWaQdiQg Whe deViUe WR migUaWe WR ThailaQd fRU ZRUk, WR Whe Za\ WUaffickiQg               
ZRUkV beWZeeQ CambRdia aQd ThailaQd, WR Whe d\Qamic RQ bRaUd Whe WUaZleU aQd Whe challeQgeV               
WhaW \RX face RXW RQ RSeQ ZaWeU, ZheUe \RX aUe cRmSleWel\ helSleVV. SR I did a lRW Rf hRmeVWa\V                   
iQ CambRdia. A lRW Rf WUiSV, a lRW Rf iQWeUYieZV, jXVW WR giYe m\Velf a fXlleU SicWXUe Rf Whe iVVXe                    
cXlWXUall\ aQd VRciall\ aQd Whe ecRQRmicV behiQd iW aV Zell. IW ZaV faiUl\ elabRUaWe, Whe UeVeaUch                
SURceVV. We iQWeUYieZed abRXW 50-60 VXUYiYRUV ZhR had beeQ WUafficked RQWR fiVhiQg WUaZleUV             
aQd XQdeUgRQe all VRUWV Rf WRUWXUe, iQclXdiQg beiQg e[SRVed WR mXUdeU. IQiWiall\ ZheQ I ZURWe               
eaUlieU YeUViRQV Rf Whe VcUiSW, I WhRXghW I ZaV ZUiWiQg aQ e[WUeme YeUViRQ Rf eYeQWV, bXW acWXall\ iW                  



WXUQed RXW iW ZaV TXiWe mild, Whe mRUe iQWeUYieZV Ze did. IW ZaV Ueall\ imSRUWaQW WR make VXUe WhaW                   
Whe QaUUaWiYe ZaV Ueall\ clRVe WR ZhaW¶V haSSeQiQg RYeU WheUe.´  
 
RRdd cRQWiQXeV ³WiWh Whe helS Rf a feZ diffeUeQW RUgaQiVaWiRQV aQd NGOV, Ze iQWeUYieZed              
VXUYiYRUV iQ ThailaQd aQd CambRdia, maiQl\ BXUmeVe aQd CambRdiaQV aQd WheUe ZaV a cRXSle              
Rf ThaiV aV Zell. The\ ZeUe SUeWW\ deYaVWaWiQg VWRUieV mRVW Rf Whe Wime. The film WhaW Ze cUeaWed                  
dReVQ¶W eYeQ cRme clRVe WR Whe kiQd Rf WUaXma WhaW VRme Rf WheVe VXUYiYRUV acWXall\               
e[SeUieQced; VRmeWimeV Whe\ had XS WR 15 \eaUV RQ RQe Rf WheVe WUaZleUV ZiWh WRUWXUe aQd                
mXUdeU dail\. The iQWeUYieZ SURceVV ZaV YeU\ cRQfURQWiQg aW WimeV aQd iW ZaV abVRlXWel\ cUiWical               
WhaW Ze made iW UighW VR WhaW Ze cRXld cUeaWe a VeQVe Rf WheiU liYeV RXW RQ Whe ZaWeU aQd Whe kiQd                      
Rf WUaXma WhaW Whe\ e[SeUieQced.´  
 
SamaQWha addV ³A lRW Rf Whe SeRSle Ze iQWeUYieZed imSlRUed XV WR Well WhiV VWRU\. BecaXVe YeU\                 
feZ SeRSle kQRZ ZhaW¶V haSSeQiQg WR WheVe gX\V, aQd Whe\ aUe giYeQ QR YRice. MRVW QeYeU                
make iW hRme, eYeQ WheiU RZQ familieV haYe QR idea ZhaW haV haSSeQed WR Whem. AQd iW¶V a VWRU\                   
WhaW QR RQe elVe ZaV WelliQg VR iW ZaV VRmeWhiQg WhaW Ze felW aQ XUgeQc\ aQd UeVSRQVibiliW\ WR Well                   
aQd Ze ZeUe iQVWilled ZiWh a ZideVSUead feeliQg WhaW VRmeRQe haV WR SXW WhiV RXW WheUe. ThiV                 
VWRU\ Qeeded WR be made iQ cRllabRUaWiRQ ZiWh SeRSle diUecWl\ affecWed b\ WhiV WUaged\ iQ SRXWh                
EaVW AVia, aQd ZiWh aQ iQfRUmed SeUVSecWiYe. TheUe aUe QR WeVWeUQ chaUacWeUV iQ WhiV film aQd                
iW¶V QRW abRXW a ZhiWe SeUVRQ VaYiQg Whe da\.´  
 
IQ WhiV VeQVe, cRllabRUaWiRQ ZiWh Whe UighW CambRdiaQ SaUWQeUV became cUXcial WR maiQWaiQ Whe              
iQWegUiW\ Rf SURdXcWiRQ. RiWa Va\V ³FRU XV iW ZaV VR imSRUWaQW WhaW WhiV VWRU\ ZaV WRld iQ                 
cRllabRUaWiRQ aQd iQ cRQjXQcWiRQ ZiWh Whe cRmmXQiWieV iQ SRXWh EaVW AVia. Sam aQd RRdd VSRke               
WR maQ\ VXUYiYRUV Rf VlaYeU\ aQd ZeUe heaUWbURkeQ b\ WheiU VWRUieV aQd maQ\ Rf Whe VXUYiYRUV                
VSRke WR XV RQ Whe cRQdiWiRQ Rf aQRQ\miW\ aQd Ze kQRZ WhaW Whe\ ZaQW WhiV VWRU\ WR be RXW WheUe.                    
We felW YeU\ lXck\ WR ZRUk iQ clRVe cRllabRUaWiRQ ZiWh AQXSheaS PURdXcWiRQV iQ PhQRm PeQh               
ZhR bURXghW VR mXch cUeaWiYel\, WechQicall\ WR Whe SRZeU Rf WhiV VWRU\. The film ZRXldQ¶W haYe                
aXWheQWiciW\ RU Whe WUXWh WR iW ZiWhRXW WheiU iQSXW.´  
 
OQce a UigRURXV SURceVV Rf UeVeaUch aQd cRQVXlWaWiRQ ZaV iQ Slace, ³The VcUiSW deYelRSmeQW              
SURceVV iWVelf´ KUiVWiQa UecallV, ³ZaV a UelaWiYel\ VmRRWh RQe, Ze UeceiYed deYelRSmeQW            
iQYeVWmeQW fURm ScUeeQ AXVWUalia Zhich ZaV aQ iQcUedible VXSSRUW eaUl\ RQ. We bURXghW RQ a               
VcUiSW cRQVXlWaQW called PaXl Me]e\, Whe PURdXceU Rf filmV VXch aV MARIA FULL OF GRACE               
aQd BEASTS OF THE SOUTHERN WILD, ZhR Ueall\ bURXghW a lRW WR Whe VcUiSW, WR Whe VWRU\, WR                  
Whe chaUacWeUV aQd fURm WheQ RQ iW ZaV maiQl\ dRiQg UeVeaUch WUiSV WhaW fed back iQWR Whe VcUiSW                  
aQd lRcaWiRQ VXUYe\V WhaW helSed bXild aURXQd WhaW aV Zell.´  
 
RRdd¶V fRcXV ZaV RQ Whe emRWiRQal VSiQe Rf Whe VWRU\, Whe abiliW\ WR bXild emSaWh\ aQd                
cRQQecWiRQ ZiWh Whe maiQ chaUacWeU eYeQ aV he lRVeV hiV hXmaQiW\ aQd hRSe. ³FURm a YeU\ eaUl\                 
SRiQW iW ZaV cUiWical WR me WhaW Whe film eQcRmSaVV Whe kiQd Rf emRWiRQal challeQgeV WheVe gX\V                 
face. The\ WhiQk Whe\ aUe gRiQg WR ZRUk iQ ThailaQd, aQd eQd XS beiQg e[SlRiWed aQd maURRQed                 
RXW iQ Whe RceaQ ZiWh QR SRZeU ZhaWVReYeU, QR ideQWiW\, aQd a lRW Rf WheiU familieV dRQ¶W kQRZ                  



ZheUe Whe\ aUe RU ZhaW¶V haSSeQed WR Whem; Whe\ WhiQk Whe\¶Ue dead. I Qeeded WR cUeaWe a VeQVe                  
Rf WhaW emRWiRQal WUaXma. A lRW Rf Whe YXlQeUable aUeaV ZheUe WheVe bR\V aQd meQ liYe, WheiU                 
familieV aUe e[SecWiQg Whem WR gR aZa\ aQd VeQd mRQe\ back hRme. SR ZheQ Whe\ gR aZa\                 
aQd WheiU familieV dRQ¶W heaU fURm Whem, Whe\ haYe QR idea ZhaW¶V haSSeQed aQd WheUe iV QR                 
mRQe\ cRmiQg back eiWheU, VR iW almRVW cUeaWeV a leYel Rf Vhame fRU WhRVe gX\V if Whe\ dR make                   
iW back VRmehRZ. The leYel Rf emRWiRQal deYaVWaWiRQ WhaW WheVe gX\V e[SeUieQce iV XQbelieYabl\              
WUaXmaWic, VR Ze WUied WR e[SUeVV WhaW ZiWhRXW beiQg RYeUblRZQ RU VeQWimeQWali]ed.´  
 
³E[SUeVViQg ChakUa¶V emRWiRQal WUaXma ZaV Whe SUiRUiW\´ RRdd cRQWiQXeV. ³FRU me Whe iURQ\ Rf              
Whe VWRU\ iV WhaW he geWV ZhaW he ZaQWV iQ Whe begiQQiQg, he achieYeV ZhaW he ZaQWV, Zhich iV                   
iQdeSeQdeQce - bXW QRW iQ aQ\ Za\ he e[SecWed. A lRW Rf Whe NGO¶V WhaW Ze ZRUked ZiWh RfWeQ                   
Vaid WhaW WheUe VhRXld be a film made abRXW VXUYiYRUV cRmiQg hRme aQd beiQg UeSaWUiaWed               
becaXVe WhaW ZaV almRVW Whe mRVW challeQgiQg SaUW. BeiQg iQWegUaWed back iQWR WheiU familieV aQd               
cRmmXQiWieV afWeU Whe SRVW-WUaXmaWic VWUeVV Whe\¶Ye e[SeUieQced. ThaW¶V Zh\ Whe eQdiQg ZaV            
SaUWicXlaUl\ imSRUWaQW WR me. ´  
 
KUiVWiQa RbVeUYeV ³Added WR WhaW, Whe film iV abRXW a mRUe glRbal YieZ RQ ZhaW haSSeQV; ZhaW                 
Whe gRYeUQmeQWV, ZhaW cRmSaQieV, ZhaW Whe iQdiYidXalV caQ dR b\ beiQg aZaUe Rf ZheUe Whe               
SURdXcWV WhaW Whe\ bX\ cRme fURm, ZheQ VRmeWhiQg haV beeQ cUeaWed WhURXgh VlaYe ZRUk. I               
WhiQk Ze Qeed WUaQVSaUeQc\ iQ WhaW aQd WhiV iV RQe VWeS iQ helSiQg WR RSeQ XS Whe dialRgXe aQd                   
make chaQge.´ AQ e[SeUieQced AXVWUaliaQ-baVed ImSacW PURdXceU iV cXUUeQWl\ SUeSaUiQg aQ           
iQWeUQaWiRQal RXWUeach aQd edXcaWiRQ camSaigQ RQ VlaYeU\ iQ Whe fiVhiQg iQdXVWU\ aQd mRdeUQ             
VlaYeU\ mRUe geQeUall\ alRQg ZiWh EchR SWXdiR iQ FUaQce, ZhR aUe cRmmiWWed WR filmV WhaW iQVSiUe                
VRcial chaQge. A hRVW Rf aQWi-VlaYeU\ adYRcaWeV aQd e[SeUWV aUe alVR behiQd Whe film aQd Whe                
imSacW VWUaWeg\ iW Zill laXQch.  
 

CASTING THE CHARACTERS  
RRdd UecallV ³The caVWiQg SURceVV VWaUWed Ueall\ eaUl\. We ZRUked ZiWh a ZRQdeUfXl Thai CaVWiQg               
DiUecWRU NRQ JXQgmeieU, ZhR iV hXgel\ e[SeUieQced iQ SRXWh EaVW AVia. NRQ VWaUWed lRRkiQg fRU               
ChakUa eYeQ befRUe I gRW WR ThailaQd aQd VWaUWed VeQdiQg back YideRV aQd aXdiWiRQV. The               
laQgXage baUUieU ZaV a challeQge ZiWh acWRUV bXW Ze ZeUe VWill able WR caVW Whe film Ueall\ Zell. I                   
ZRUked clRVel\ ZiWh NRQ fRU mRQWhV aQd iW ZaV Ueall\ elabRUaWe, VWa\iQg WUXe WR all Whe UeVeaUch                 
WhaW Ze¶d dRQe, aQd makiQg VXUe WR caVW iW UighW. I cRXldQ¶W be haSSieU ZiWh Whe caVW Ze gRW, iW ZaV                     
QRW eaV\ WR fiQd VRme Rf Whem.´  
 
RRdd ZaV alUead\ SUeSaUed fRU a lRW Rf hiV caVW WR haYe QeYeU acWed befRUe. ³MRVW Rf Whe caVW iV                    
made XS Rf fiUVW-Wime acWRUV, iQ keeSiQg ZiWh WhaW leYel Rf aXWheQWiciW\. YRX dRQ¶W haYe WR gR faU iQ                   
CambRdia WR Walk WR VRmebRd\ ZhR kQRZV VRmebRd\ RU haV a famil\ membeU ZhR haV migUaWed                
WR ThailaQd fRU ZRUk aQd beeQ e[SlRiWed. SR eYeU\bRd\ ZaV cRmmiWWed WR WhaW VeQVe Rf Whe                
belieYabiliW\ Rf Whe ZRUld. FRU e[amSle, Dam (ThaQXZaW KaVUR, Dam iV cRllRTXial) ZhR Sla\V Whe               
caSWaiQ RRm RaQ acWXall\ ZRUked RQ a fiVhiQg WUaZleU fRU a QXmbeU Rf \eaUV ZheQ he ZaV 11, 12                   
aQd 13. HiV famil\ ZaV iQYRlYed iQ Whe fiVhiQg iQdXVWU\ dRZQ iQ Whe VRXWh Rf ThailaQd VR he had                   



fiUVW-haQd e[SRVXUe aQd e[SeUieQce WR ZhaW life ZaV like RQ a WUaZleU. IW ZaV Whe Vame ZiWh                 
Saichia ZhR Sla\V RQe Rf Dam¶V aVViVWaQWV, he ZRUked RQ a WUaZleU fRU a feZ mRQWhV aV Zell.³  
 
RRdd iQViVWed WhaW Whe BXUmeVe VlaYeV RQ Whe bRaW ZeUe BXUmeVe meQ ZhR had acWXall\               
e[SeUieQced life aV fRUced labRXU RQ fiVhiQg WUaZleUV, Zhich ZaV QRW eaV\ WR fiQd. ³The BXUmeVe                
QRQ-acWRUV ZeUe iQcUedible iQ Whe Za\ Whe\ bURXghW VR mXch We[WXUe aQd QXaQce WR ZhaW life ZaV                 
like RQ bRaUd Whe fiVhiQg WUaZleUV. AQd eYeQ WhRXgh Whe\ didQ¶W QeceVVaUil\ haYe aQ\ acWiQg               
e[SeUieQce, iW ZaV iQcUedible hRZ TXickl\ aQd VeamleVVl\ Whe\ ZRUked iQ fURQW Rf cameUa.´  
 
RRdd e[SlaiQV fXUWheU ³The BXUmeVe ZRUkeUV, Whe\ ZeUe all WUaZleU ZRUkeUV. The acWRUV WhaW              
Sla\ed Whe BXUmeVe VlaYeV, BabX, ChaQc\, KR KR, Whe\ all ZRUked RQ WUaZleUV iQ ThailaQd. I                
WhiQk ChaQc\ ZRUked RQ a WUaZleU fRU VeYeQ \eaUV, aQd BabX fRU a cRXSle Rf \eaUV aQd KR KR aW                    
leaVW RQe \eaU. SR agaiQ cRmiQg back WR WhaW aXWheQWiciW\, iW ZaV Ueall\ imSRUWaQW WR me WR caVW                  
fiUVW-Wime acWRUV iQ WhRVe URleV, VR WhaW Whe\ cRXld iQfRUm ZhaW life iV Ueall\ like RQ WheVe bRaWV.´  
 

INTRODUCING SARM HENG ± aV CHAKRA  
Of cRXUVe, fiQdiQg Whe UighW ChakUa ZaV Whe cUXcial fiUVW VWeS aURXQd Zhich Whe film ZRXld UeYRlYe,                 
aQd Whe VeaUch ZaV iQWeQVe. SamaQWha e[SlaiQV ³The CaVWiQg DiUecWRU aQd RRdd eYeQWXall\             
fRXQd SaUm aW a Slace called Whe GUeeQ GeckR PURjecW iQ Siem ReaS. IW¶V a NGO UXQ b\ aQ                   
AXVWUaliaQ ZRmaQ called TaQia PalmeU aQd heU CambRdiaQ hXVbaQd Rem WhaW WakeV iQ RYeU 100               
childUeQ ZhR aUe aW high UiVk aQd RQ Whe VWUeeWV aW a YeU\ \RXQg age. The\ feed Whem, edXcaWe                   
Whem, lRYe aQd VXSSRUW Whem aQd eVVeQWiall\ UaiVe Whem aV WheiU RZQ. IW¶V a ZRQdeUfXl               
RUgaQi]aWiRQ aQd TaQia aQd Rem ZeUe iQcUedible cRQWUibXWRUV WR Whe filmmakiQg SURceVV, SaUWl\             
becaXVe Whe\ WRR haYe had lRYed RQeV gR miVViQg RQ fiVhiQg WUaZleUV.´  
 
CambRdiaQ-bRUQ SaUm HeQg haV chaUacWeU be\RQd hiV \eaUV. BeiQg a QaWXUal eQWeUWaiQeU ViQce             
he ZaV a WRddleU, SaUm haV had a Uead\-made aXdieQce aW hiV fiQgeUWiSV. FURm Whe age Rf WZR,                  
SaUm aQd hiV famil\ haYe beeQ a SaUW Rf Whe GUeeQ GeckR PURjecW. AlWhRXgh SaUm lRVW hiV                 
mRWheU aW Whe age Rf RQe aQd hiV faWheU 11 \eaUV laWeU, SaUm aQd hiV VibliQgV haYe Whe ZaUmWh                   
aQd lRYe Rf hiV big GUeeQ GeckR famil\; ³If QRW fRU WhiV famil\, I ZRXldQ¶W VWaQd heUe´. IW ZaV                   
WhURXgh Whe cUeaWiYe SURgUamV aW GUeeQ GeckR, WhaW SaUm¶V aUWiVWic VSiUiW aQd deViUe WR make               
SeRSle laXgh aQd be haSS\, ZaV eQcRXUaged. A jRkeU, a mXViciaQ, maUWial aUWiVW aQd aQ amaWeXU                
magiciaQ, aUe jXVW VRme Rf Whe maQ\ SeUVRQaV he lRYeV WR Sla\. He alVR lRYeV fRRWball, delYiQg                 
iQWR ShRWRgUaSh\ aQd makiQg a VhRUW mRYie RU WZR, iQ beWZeeQ hiV VchRRl aQd VWXd\ WimeV.                
SaUm¶V iQWURdXcWiRQ WR Whe big VcUeeQ ZaV made iQ 2015 aV SaUW Rf Whe VWXQW Weam fRU FIRST                  
THEY KILLED MY FATHER, a NeWfli[ feaWXUe diUecWed b\ AQgeliQa JRlie, Zhich UecRXQWV Whe              
hRUURUV Rf Whe KhmeU RRXge Uegime WhURXgh a child¶V e\e. SaUm ZaV jXVW 14 ZheQ he laQded Whe                  
lead URle Rf ChakUa iQ BUOYANCY. PaUW Rf Whe UeaVRQ he WUied RXW ZaV WhaW Whe film highlighWV                  
Whe cUXelW\ Rf hXmaQ WUaffickiQg aQd Whe SiWfallV Rf illegal migUaQW ZRUk. TheVe aUe WhemeV clRVe                
WR SaUm¶V heaUW VR iW ZaV imSRVVible fRU him WR Va\ QR WR VXch aQ imSRUWaQW film. SaUm had a                    
YeU\ cleaU mRWiYaWiRQ WR aXdiWiRQ fRU BUOYANCY ³M\ UeaVRQ fRU acWiQg iQ WhiV mRYie iV WR helS                 
childUeQ Rf Whe Qe[W geQeUaWiRQV. YRXQg SeRSle mighW WhiQk WhaW gRiQg WR ThailaQd cRXld be fXQ                



bXW iW cRmeV ZiWh gUeaW haUdVhiSV aV Zell. BefRUe gRiQg Ze Qeed WR Walk WR RXU famil\ aQd fUieQdV.                   
MRVW eldeUl\ SeRSle haYe VRme XQdeUVWaQdiQg RU e[SeUieQce Rf WhiV, VR befRUe dRiQg aQ\WhiQg,              
Ze Qeed WR ZRUk RXW if iW iV a gRRd RU bad WhiQg WR dR. I jXVW ZaQW WR Va\ WhaW makiQg deciViRQV                       
like WhiV iVQ¶W eaV\. We Qeed WR WhiQk abRXW gRRd aQd bad cRQVeTXeQceV aQd XQdeUVWaQd Whe                
daQgeUV. If Ze Qeed WR gR WR ZRUk, Ze VWill haYe WR WhiQk abRXW ZhaW Ze mighW gaiQ aQd lRVe,                    
eVSeciall\ iWV imSacW RQ RXU famil\, aQd ZheWheU iW mighW SXW RXU liYeV iQ daQgeU.´  
 
SaUm addV ³I WhiQk WhiV mRYie iV imSRUWaQW becaXVe iW SRUWUa\V Whe Ueal liYeV Rf CambRdiaQV.                
SRmeWhiQg like WhiV haSSeQV WR mRVW CambRdiaQ¶V UelaWiYeV ZhR gR WR ZRUk fiVhiQg iQ ThailaQd.               
SRme SeRSle die aQd VRme liYe ZiWh gUeaW haUdVhiS. ThiV iV Whe UeaVRQ WhaW I decided WR acW iQ                   
WhiV mRYie. IW VhRZV Whe WUXWh.´ SaUm caQQRW ZaiW WR VhaUe WhiV mRYie ZiWh hiV fellRZ CambRdiaQV,                 
"VR WhaW RWheU bR\V aQd giUlV dRQ¶W geW WUicked RU WUaSSed aQd haYe WR VXffeU like ChakUa did".  
 
RRdd UecallV: ³I SUeWW\ mXch kQeZ fURm aQ eaUl\ SRiQW WhaW SaUm ZaV RXU ChakUa. IQiWiall\ I                 
WhRXghW Ze ZeUe gRiQg WR caVW VRmeRQe RldeU, ZhR had a biW mRUe life e[SeUieQce, bXW SaUm                 
ZaV VR iQVWiQcWiYe aQd QaWXUal. SaUm iV jXVW aQ iQcUedible kid. He iV VR ZiVe be\RQd hiV \eaUV. He                   
ZaV 14-\eaUV-Rld ZheQ Ze VhRW WhiV film. HiV iQVWiQcW aQd iQWXiWiRQ aQd hiV aSSURach WR Whe film                 
aQd WR life, he¶V like a liWWle bURWheU WR me. He ZaVQ¶W daXQWed b\ Whe WaVk Rf ZRUkiQg iQ fURQW Rf Whe                      
cameUa, haYiQg all WhiV aWWeQWiRQ RQ him, he jXVW ZeQW ZiWh iW iQ a WRWall\ XQiQhibiWed Za\ aQd he iV                    
jXVW aQ ama]iQg kid.´  
 

THANAWUT KASRO ± aV ROM RAN  
ThaQaZXW ³Dam´ KeWVaUR iV aQ acWRU aQd diUecWRU iQ ThailaQd, ZhR iV alVR e[SeUieQced iQ VWXQWV.                
SecXUiQg hiV fiUVW feaWXUe film URle iQ 2010, ThaQaZXW aSSeaUed iQ THE PRINCE & ME: THE                
ELEPHANT ADVENTURE (aV ThaQaZXW KaWeVaURe). He ZaV Khaam iQ JaSaQeVe DiUecWRU           
NRSSRUQ WaWiQ¶V YAMADA: SAMURAI OF AYOTHAYA (2010) aQd a SUiVRQeU iQ TRm WalleU¶V             
THE LAST EXECUTIONER. IQ 2015, ThaQaZXW laQded WZR VcUeeQ URleV iQ feaWXUe filmV SIAM              
YUTH: THE DAWN OF THE KINGDOM (2015) aQd NO ESCAPE (2015). JXVW afWeU             
BUOYANCY, ThaQaZXW ZeQW RQWR Sla\ Whe lead URle iQ MESSIAHS OF GODS ARMY (2018).              
He iV cXUUeQWl\ iQ SURdXcWiRQ RQ hiV Qe[W feaWXUe film aV diUecWRU.  
 

MONY ROS ± aV KEA  
MRQ\ RRV iV RQe Rf CambRdia¶V leadiQg WaleQWV, aQ acclaimed acWRU iQ maQ\ filmV aV Zell aV a                  
highl\ accRmSliVhed ViQgeU aQd daQceU. HiV feaWXUe film debXW ZaV iQ Whe AXVWUaliaQ SURdXcWiRQ              
WISH YOU WERE HERE (2010) diUecWed b\ KieUaQ DaUc\-SmiWh, Zhich WheQ lead WR him beiQg               
caVW iQ Whe lead URle Rf PhiUXQ iQ Amiel CRXUWiQ WIlVRQ¶V aZaUd-ZiQQiQg feaWXUe film RUIN (2011),                
Zhich SUemieUed aW Whe VeQice IQWeUQaWiRQal Film FeVWiYal. HiV VXbVeTXeQW film cUediWV iQclXde             
SRk ViVal¶V DIAMOND (2012), majRU URleV iQ QXeQWiQ ClaXViQ aQd SRk ViVal¶V KROAB PICH              
(2014) aQd aZaUd-ZiQQiQg THE LAST REEL b\ SRWhea KXlika. He VecXUed fiYe fXUWheU feaWXUe              
film URleV WhURXghRXW 2014, befRUe beiQg caVW iQ AQgeliQa JRlie¶V FIRST THEY KILLED MY              
FATHER Whe fRllRZiQg \eaU. IQ 2016, MRQ\ aSSeaUed iQ Jimm\ HaQdeUVRQ ¶V hiW mRYie JAIL               
BREAK aV Zell aV AmiW DXbe\¶V feaWXUe film MIND CAGE aQd Whe TV VeUieV NEW LAND. 2018                 



VaZ MRQ\ Sla\ WhUee mRUe VcUeeQ URleV iQ CambRdiaQ feaWXUe filmV THE PREY (ZRUkiQg agaiQ               
ZiWh Jimm\ HaQdeUVRQ), BLOOD b\ LRQg SaURUQ, aQd Kea iQ RRdd RaWhjeQ¶V BUOYANCY.  
 
MRQ\ ZRXld alVR lRYe WR Vee Whe ZRUld eQgage ZiWh Whe imSRUWaQW aQd liWWle-kQRZQ VXbjecW maWWeU                
Rf Whe film ³ThiV mRYie iV Ueall\ imSRUWaQW aV iW VhRZV Whe WUXe VWRU\ Rf CambRdiaQ SeRSle. TheUe                  
aUe maQ\ SeRSle ZhR haYe immigUaWed WR ZRUk iQ ThailaQd aQd WheQ diVaSSeaUed fRUeYeU. I               
Ueall\ hRSe WhaW ZheQ WhiV film iV UeleaVed, WheUe Zill be a lRW Rf VXSSRUWeUV, a lRW Rf aXdieQce,                   
aQd Whe ZRUld Zill kQRZ WhaW iW iV a WUXe VWRU\ Rf ZhaW haSSeQV iQ CambRdia.´  
 

DESIGN & VISUAL LANGUAGE  
The gXidiQg SUiQciSle WhURXgh SUe-SURdXcWiRQ UemaiQed RRdd¶V cRmmiWmeQW WR Whe QaWXUal           
hRQeVW\ Rf Whe ZRUld, Zhich VXSSRUW Whe WUXWhfXl SeUfRUmaQceV aQd cUeaWe a caQYaV fRU hiV YiVXal                
VW\le. PURdXcWiRQ DeVigQeU BeWhaQ\ R\aQ e[SlaiQV ³RRdd haV aQ iQcUedibl\ VWURQg diUecWRUial            
YRice. IW ZaV YeU\ cleaU fURm bRWh UeadiQg Whe VcUiSW aQd WhURXgh eaUl\ diVcXVViRQV ZiWh RRdd,                
WhaW Ze had WR Wake gUeaW caUe WR cUeaWe VRmeWhiQg WhaW ZaV iQcUedibl\ aXWheQWic. EaUl\ RQ, RRdd                 
VWUeVVed Whe Qeed fRU WhRURXgh UeVeaUch aQd aQ e\e WhaW cRXld abVRUb aQd WUaQVlaWe WhRVe               
deWailV. AbRYe all, Whe deVigQ had WR VeUYe Whe VWRU\ iQ a Za\ WhaW ZaV bRWh hRQeVW aQd                  
eYRcaWiYe. ThiV meaQW cRQVWUXcWiQg a belieYable ZRUld WhaW jXVWl\ SRUWUa\ed Whe e[WUeme aQd             
cRQfURQWiQg QaWXUe Rf Whe eQYiURQmeQW. OQ WRS Rf WhiV, Ze had WR VXbWl\ bUiQg cRlRXU aQd We[WXUe                 
iQ RXU cRQVideUed aeVWheWic WR eYRke aQ aWmRVSheUe WhaW ZRXld helS aXdieQceV emSaWhiVe ZiWh              
Whe emRWiRQal hRUURU. RRdd haV aQ XQfliQchiQg aWWeQWiRQ WR deWail aQd a UeleQWleVVQeVV iQ hiV               
SXUVXiW fRU aXWheQWiciW\ aQd I Ueall\ admiUe him fRU WhaW. I belieYe WhaW Ze aUe iQ Vafe haQdV ZiWh                   
RRdd¶V diUecWiRQ.´  
 
³IW ZaV aQ immeQVe UeVSRQVibiliW\ WR VeQViWiYel\ aQd accXUaWel\ cUeaWe eQYiURQmeQWV fRU RXU             
chaUacWeUV WhaW hRQRXUed Whem aQd Whe e[SeUieQceV Rf WhRVe ZhR iQVSiUed Whe film. ThiV called               
fRU a lRW Rf UeVeaUch, aV iV VR RfWeQ Whe UeVSRQVibiliW\ Rf filmmakeUV. I ZaWched aV maQ\                 
dRcXmeQWaUieV aV I cRXld fiQd, Uead aUWicleV aQd iQWeUYieZV aQd familiaUiVed m\Velf WhURXgh Whe              
ZRUk Rf ShRWRjRXUQaliVWV. IQ CambRdia, I YiViWed YillageV aQd fiVhiQg cRmmXQiWieV WR Vee fRU              
m\Velf Whe Za\ WhaW SeRSle liYe. I ZaV alVR able WR YiViW RWheU WUaZleUV Zhich Ze dRcXmeQWed aQd                  
VXUYe\ed WR helS iQfRUm Whe cRQVWUXcWiRQ, VceQic ZRUk aQd VeW decRUaWiRQ Rf RXU WUaZleU. We               
ZeUe cRQVWaQWl\ fRUagiQg fRU deWailV WR helS URXQd RXW Whe deVigQ.´  
 
BeWhaQ\ bXilW XS UefeUeQceV WhURXgh heU UeVeaUch, ³TheUe ZeUe QaUUaWiYe ficWiRQ filmV I             
UefeUeQced Zhich felW WR me WRQall\ VigQificaQW, RU a gRRd SUecedeQW fRU We[WXUal gUiW aQd VSaUViW\                
iQ decRUaWiRQ WhaW Ze ZeUe aimiQg WR achieYe. SRme Rf WheVe ZeUe, BEASTS OF THE               
SOUTHERN WILD, WAR WITCH aQd INCENDIES. JXVW aV SeUWiQeQW ZaV fiQdiQg UefeUeQce iQ             
dRcXmeQWaUieV. THE GUARDIAN, ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE FOUNDATION aQd AL        
JAZEERA MEDIA SURYided UeVRXUceV fRU edXcaWiQg m\Velf aQd achieYiQg VRme flXeQc\ iQ Whe             
ZRUld. I alVR lRRked WR Whe ZRUk Rf maQ\ ShRWRjRXUQaliVWV iQclXdiQg LXc FRUV\Wh, ReQpe C. B\eU,                
ChaUlRWWe L. PeUW aQd ChUiVWRSheU OcchicRQe aQd ShRWRgUaSheU aQd ciQemaWRgUaSheU, JeUem\           



SQell. TheVe became YalXable aVVeWV fRU RRdd, Michael aQd me WR diVcXVV aQd dUaZ iQVSiUaWiRQ               
fURm.´  
 
The VeW, RU VWage, fRU Whe majRUiW\ Rf Whe film, ZaV a Ueal fiVhiQg WUaZleU Rf abRXW 20 meWUeV iQ                    
leQgWh aQd 6 meWUeV iQ ZidWh. BeWhaQ\ Va\V ³The QaUUaWiYe called fRU a VSecific W\Se Rf fiVhiQg                 
WUaZleU, VR Ze had WR dR a lRW Rf faVW ZRUk WR aXgmeQW aQd UeVWUXcWXUe Whe bRaW WhaW Ze had. ThiV                     
UeTXiUed QeZ fiVhiQg mechaQiVmV WR be bXilW RQ WRS Rf Whe RUigiQal VWUXcWXUe, WR allRZ fRU liYe                 
fiVhiQg VeTXeQceV, aV Zell aV a QeZ deck aQd cRckSiW RQ Whe WRS leYel. All Rf WhiV QeZ                  
cRQVWUXcWiRQ had WR be VeamleVVl\ aQd Vafel\ added aQd WheQ Whe eQWiUe bRaW had WR be SaiQWed                 
aQd aged. We ZeUe lXck\ eQRXgh WR be able WR fRUage fRU VRme VecRQdhaQd elemeQWV aQd                
ZheQ Ze fell VhRUW, called RQ Whe e[SeUWiVe Rf lRcal bRaW bXildeUV aQd RXU RZQ caUSeQWeUV.                
ThURXgh Whe ZhRle SURceVV, SaiQWeUV aQd caUSeQWeUV VhRZed heURic VWUeQgWh baWWliQg           
VeaVickQeVV aQd bliVWeUiQg VXQ.´  
 
Michael LaWham DOP had hiV ZRUk cXW RXW fRU him WRR, fiQdiQg iQYeQWiYe Za\V WR VhRW-liVW Whe film.                  
³FilmiQg RQ Whe ZaWeU iV alVR WUick\ aV Whe backdURS, RU iQ RWheU ZRUdV Whe laQdVcaSe WeQdV WR all                   
lRRk Whe Vame. ThaW ZaV a challeQge, jXVW WU\iQg WR make Whe film YiVXall\ eQgagiQg ZhilVW                
eVVeQWiall\ VhRRWiQg Whe Vame backdURS RYeU aQd RYeU.´  
 
AQd WhURXgh Whe laQgXage baUUieUV, a YiVXal laQgXage eYRlYed. ³DXUiQg SUe-SURdXcWiRQ aQd            
SURdXcWiRQ, SeRSle Rf cRXUVe VSRke a lRW Rf diffeUeQW laQgXageV ZiWhRXW mXch cURVVRYeU´             
SamaQWha e[SlaiQV ³We had KhmeU, EQgliVh, Thai, VieWQameVe, BXUmeVe aQd a lRW Rf SeRSle              
RQl\ VSRke RQe laQgXage, aQd Whe DiUecWRU didQ¶W VSeak Whe laQgXage Rf eiWheU hiV Thai RU hiV                 
CambRdiaQ acWRUV. We had WUaQVlaWRUV, bXW Ze alVR had WR fiQd QeZ Za\V WR cRmmXQicaWe,               
Zhich ZaV SRViWiYe iQ VRme Za\V.´ BeWhaQ\ aWWeVWV ³OXU aUW deSaUWmeQW RYeUcame WhaW laQgXage              
baUUieU b\ cRmmXQicaWiQg ZiWh YiVXalV, SXlliQg XS ShRWRV, RU makiQg VkeWcheV WR aUWicXlaWe             
RXUVelYeV ZheUe ZRUdV fell VhRUW.´ The Vmall SURdXcWiRQ Rffice iQ PhQRm PeQh bRaVWed a              
VWRU\bRaUd Rf Whe eQWiUe film VWXck XS aURXQd each Rf Whe fRXU ZallV, VR WhaW aW aQ\ Wime, eYeQ                   
ZiWhRXW VhaUed laQgXage, aQ acWRU RU cUeZ membeU cRXld UefeU WR a VSecific SRiQW iQ Whe film.´  
 

SHOOTING IN CAMBODIA  
FRU PURdXceU SamaQWha JeQQiQgV ³FilmiQg iQ CambRdia iQ Whe middle Rf VXmmeU ZaV e[WUemel\              
challeQgiQg. IW ZaV YeU\ hRW, mRVW Rf Whe filmiQg ZaV RQ a bRaW RXW iQ Whe middle Rf Whe RceaQ.                    
We alVR had a 14-\eaU-Rld lead VR RbYiRXVl\ a hXge dXW\ Rf caUe WheUe. Half Whe Wime Ze ZeUe                   
filmiQg iQ SlaceV ZheUe Ze had QR elecWUiciW\, QR ShRQe UeceSWiRQ, QR Wi-Fi, QR hRW ZaWeU. SR                 
cRQdiWiRQV ZeUe SUeWW\ iQWeQVe. A lRW Rf CambRdiaQV gRW VeaVick, aQd a lRW Rf AXVWUaliaQV gRW Vick                 
adjXVWiQg WR Whe cRQdiWiRQV iQ CambRdia, VR beWZeeQ XV Ze ZeUe all Vick a lRW Rf Whe Wime! We                   
had a 1 ​VW ​AD GUeg CRbaiQ, ZhR had WR haYe VXUgeU\ dXUiQg Whe VhRRW aQd aQ AVVRciaWe PURdXceU                  
ZhR diVlRcaWed aQ elbRZ; iW ZaV a Sh\Vicall\ Wa[iQg SURceVV. TheUe ZaV alVR Whe iQWeQViW\ aQd                
claXVWURShRbia Rf beiQg RQ a Vmall bRaW fRU WhaW lRQg, ZiWh liWWle cRmmXQicaWiRQ WR laQd. OQ Whe                 
XS Vide, WhaW ceUWaiQl\ gaYe XV a VeQVe Rf camaUadeUie!´  
 



RRdd Va\V ³OQe Rf Whe maiQ challeQgeV ZaV filmiQg RQ ZaWeU. A lRW Rf SeRSle gRW VeaVick ZhilVW                  
filmiQg. We ZeUe filmiQg RQ a UemRWe iVlaQd, VR QR iQWeUQeW. The RQl\ Za\ \RX cRXld geW iQWeUQeW                  
ZaV gRiQg fXUWheU RXW RQ Whe ZaWeU. FRU a lRW Rf SeRSle iW ZaV TXiWe iVRlaWed Zhich iQiWiall\ I                   
WhRXghW ZRXld be a gRRd WhiQg, bXW SeRSle ZeUe VWaUWiQg WR gR a biW VWiU cUa]\ b\ Whe eQd Rf iW. We                      
had a 5 Zeek VhRRW aQd Ze had WR mRYe TXickl\, VR WheUe ZaVQ¶W a hell Rf a lRW Rf da\V Rff. BXW                       
eYeU\bRd\ ZRUked Ueall\ haUd aQd Ze ZeUe fRUWXQaWe ZiWh RXU caVW aQd cUeZ, Whe\ QeYeU               
cRmSlaiQed, jXVW fRXghW WheiU Za\ WhURXgh iW.´  
 
Like all Whe cUeZ, BeWhaQ\ ZaV deeSl\ imSUeVVed b\ Whe leYel Rf cRmmiWmeQW ³The jRb UeTXiUed a                 
gURXS Rf SeRSle ZhR ZeUe ZilliQg WR almRVW giYe WhemVelYeV WR Whe SURjecW, iW ZaV VXch aQ                 
iQcUedibl\ demaQdiQg SURjecW iQ WeUmV Rf Whe cRQdiWiRQV, UeVRXUceV aQd ambiWiRQV aW Sla\. We              
had a WUXl\ demRcUaWic aSSURach, ZheUe Ze all had WR geW RXU haQdV diUW\ aQd fXll\ VXSSRUW RQe                  
aQRWheU WR XlWimaWel\ VeUYe Whe film Ze all ZaQWed WR make.´  
 
SamaQWha addV ³MRVW Rf Whe caVW aQd cUeZ kQeZ VRmebRd\ ZhR had becRme caXghW XS iQ                
VlaYeU\, VRmeRQe clRVe WR Whem. IW ZaV a VXbjecW WhaW ZaV YeU\ clRVe WR a lRW Rf SeRSle¶V heaUWV,                   
VR I WhiQk WhaW ZaV SaUWl\ Zh\ WheUe ZaV VXch a dedicaWiRQ WR VXSSRUWiQg Whe VWRU\ aQd helSiQg WR                   
geW iW made.´  
 
Michael LaWham DOP addV ³I Ueall\ eQjR\ed ZRUkiQg iQ CambRdia, iW¶V a WRXgh eQYiURQmeQW iQ               
Whe heaW aQd hXmidiW\ bXW Whe caVW aQd cUeZ ZeUe Ueall\ SURfeVViRQal aQd VXSSRUWiYe aQd lRYel\                
SeRSle WR be aURXQd.´  
 
RiWa addV ³DXUiQg Whe VhRRW, m\Velf aQd Whe cR-SURdXceU SWeYeQ McKiQQRQ ZeUe baVed iQ              
MelbRXUQe. We ZRUked CambRdiaQ hRXUV, aQd mRVWl\ iW ZaV abRXW hRZ Ze cRXld cRmmXQicaWe              
ZiWh Whem. The\ ZRXld call XV fURm a bRaW iQ Whe middle Rf Whe high VeaV, VRmeWimeV aXdibl\                  
Vick, bXW Ze Qeeded WhaW cRmmXQicaWiRQ VR mXch WhaW Ze jXVW keSW WalkiQg.´  
 

BIOS  
 

RODD RATHJEN ± WRITER/DIRECTOR  
RRdd RaWhjeQ iV aQ AXVWUaliaQ WUiWeU/DiUecWRU UaiVed iQ CRlbiQabbiQ, a Vmall cRXQWU\ WRZQ iQ              
ceQWUal VicWRUia. RRdd cRmSleWed a BachelRU Rf Film aQd TeleYiViRQ ZiWh HRQRXUV, fURm Whe              
VicWRUiaQ CRllege Rf Whe AUWV iQ 2010. RRdd made Whe VhRUW TAU SERU iQ IQdia, Zhich had iWV                  
WRUld PUemieUe aW CaQQeV aV SaUW Rf CUiWicV Week 2013. The film alVR ZRQ BeVW AXVWUaliaQ                
ShRUW aW MIFF 2013 aQd haV ViQce VcUeeQed aW RYeU 50 IQWeUQaWiRQal feVWiYalV aQd UeceiYed a                
QXmbeU Rf aZaUdV.  
 
AW Whe begiQQiQg Rf 2014 RRdd UeceiYed Whe DiUecWRUV Acclaim FXQd fURm ScUeeQ AXVWUalia aQd               
alVR SaUWiciSaWed iQ Whe BeUliQale TaleQW CamSXV aV a DiUecWRU. He ZaV aZaUded HRW ShRWV               
fXQdiQg aQd made Whe VhRUW film SWEAT, feaWXUiQg CRliQ FUielV (THE TURNING, DARK CITY),              
Zhich had iWV WRUld PUemieUe aW MIFF 2015. BUOYANCY iV hiV debXW feaWXUe film. 



 
MICHAEL LATHAM - CINEMATOGRAPHER  

A gUadXaWe Rf VCA VchRRl Rf Film aQd TeleYiViRQ, ciQemaWRgUaSheU Michael LaWham cXUUeQWl\             
ZRUkV iQWeUQaWiRQall\ beWZeeQ geQUeV aQd fRUmaWV. Michael¶V debXW dRcXmeQWaU\ feaWXUe,          
UKRAINE IS NOT A BROTHEL, ZaV hiV fiUVW cRllabRUaWiRQ ZiWh diUecWRU KiWW\ GUeeQ. PUemieUiQg              
aW VeQice Film FeVWiYal Whe film ZeQW RQ WR be QRmiQaWed fRU 7 AACTA aZaUdV (iQclXdiQg                
ciQemaWRgUaSh\), aQd ZeQW RQ WR ZiQ BeVW DRcXmeQWaU\. TheiU Qe[W SURjecW, THE FACE OF              
UKRAINE: CASTING OKSANA BAIUL ZRQ SXQdaQce¶V SUi]e fRU Whe BeVW ShRUW DRcXmeQWaU\.            
ThiV ZaV fRllRZed b\ Whe NeWfli[ OUigiQal CASTING JONBENET alVR SUemieUiQg aW SXQdaQce,             
Zhich agaiQ ZeQW RQ WR ZiQ Whe AACTA aZaUd fRU BeVW DRcXmeQWaU\. Michael¶V RWheU              
cRllabRUaWiRQV iQclXde LXci SchURdeU¶V SXQdaQce VhRUW SLAPPER aQd RRdd RaWhjeQ¶V CaQQeV           
VhRUW TAU SERU. BRWh SURjecWV ZeQW RQ WR ZiQ beVW AXVWUaliaQ VhRUW aZaUdV. MRVW UeceQWl\               
Michael¶V ZRUk RQ GabUielle BUad\¶V TUibeca aZaUd-ZiQQiQg dRcXmeQWaU\ ISLAND OF THE           
HUNGRY GHOSTS ZaV QRmiQaWed fRU aQ AACTA aZaUd fRU ciQemaWRgUaSh\. Michael           
cRQWiQXeV WR ZRUk iQWeUQaWiRQall\ acURVV dRcXmeQWaU\ aQd QaUUaWiYe mediXmV alRQgVide mXVic           
YideRV aQd cRmmeUcialV.  
 
AbRXW KINO LORBER 
WiWh a libUaU\ Rf RYeU 2,800 WiWleV, KiQR LRUbeU IQc. haV beeQ a leadeU iQ iQdeSeQdeQW aUW hRXVe diVWUibXWiRQ                   
fRU 35 \eaUV, UeleaViQg 30 filmV SeU \eaU WheaWUicall\ XQdeU iWV KiQR LRUbeU, KiQR ReSeUWRU\ aQd AliYe MiQd                  
CiQema baQQeUV, gaUQeUiQg VeYeQ Academ\ AZaUd� QRmiQaWiRQV iQ QiQe \eaUV. IQ addiWiRQ, Whe cRmSaQ\              
bUiQgV RYeU 350 WiWleV \eaUl\ WR Whe hRme eQWeUWaiQmeQW aQd edXcaWiRQal maUkeWV WhURXgh Sh\Vical aQd               
digiWal media UeleaVeV. WiWh aQ e[SaQdiQg famil\ Rf diVWUibXWed labelV, KiQR LRUbeU haQdleV UeleaVeV iQ               
aQcillaU\ media fRU ZeiWgeiVW FilmV, CaUlRWWa USA, AdRSW FilmV, GUeeQZich EQWeUWaiQmeQW, RaUR VideR, aQd              
RWheUV, SlaciQg Sh\Vical WiWleV WhURXgh all ZhRleVale, UeWail, aQd diUecW WR cRQVXmeU chaQQelV, aV Zell aV                
diUecW digiWal diVWUibXWiRQ WhURXgh RYeU 40 OTT VeUYiceV iQclXdiQg all majRU TVOD aQd SVOD SlaWfRUmV. IQ                
2019, Whe cRmSaQ\ laXQched iWV QeZ aUW hRXVe digiWal chaQQel KiQR NRZ Zhich feaWXUeV RYeU 1000 WiWleV                 
fURm Whe acclaimed KiQR LRUbeU libUaU\. IQ UeVSRQVe WR Whe COVID-19 SaQdemic, Whe KiQR MaUTXee               
iQiWiaWiYe ZaV laXQched iQ 2020 SiRQeeUiQg "YiUWXal WheaWUical" UeleaVeV Rf aUW hRXVe filmV ZiWh UeYeQXe               
VhaUeV WhaW allRZV aXdieQceV WR VXSSRUW almRVW 400 lRcal iQdeSeQdeQW WheaWeUV. 


